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City of Briſtol, 
to wit, 


Wess 8 


At a Meeting of the (ummos-Cvuncil, held on Monday 
the 22d Day of November, 1742, $ir ABRAHAM 
ELTON, Bart. Mayor, moved, That the Thanks of the 
Houſe be given to Mr. SOUTHWELL, ſurviving Re- 
freſentative in Parliament for this City, for his good 
Services in Parliament; and that he be defired to uſe 
his utmoſt Endeavours to aſſiſt and forward the paſſing 
any Bill, or Bills, that ſhall be brought into the Houſe 

of Commons, for granting the wear Supphes for 

carrying on the War wherein His Majeſty is moſt juſt= 
ly engaged „ by the Advice of his Parliament, and ge- 

neral Voice of his People, in order to defend the Rights 
and Liberties of Great-Britain: And the Queſtion be- 
ing put, it paſſed in the Affirmative, Nemins Con- 
tradicente, and the following Gentlemen, vn. 


Michael Foſter, Serj. at Law, Recorder, 


John Rich, 5 10 
— Lyde, and { Hirn Af men: 
William Jefferis, „ 950063 26 


vere appointed a Committce to hraw up a Letter to the 
Parpoſes er ag who withdrew and prepared the 
ſame, which being read, æuas agreed to, and is as fol 
| „ 209 e die en e ce ee ee e 
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To the Right Hon. EDWARD SOUTHWELL; E/q; 
ſurviving Repreſentative in Parliament for the City of 

N the preſent difficult Conjuncture, when the Honour of che'Crown; 
the Intereſt of the Kingdom, and the Tranquility of Europe demand 
the Attention of the Legiſlaturez We the Mayor, Recorder, Alder. 
men, Sheriffs and Cummon- Cuuncil. em of the City af BRIS YO in 
Common- Council aſſembled, take the Liberty of addreſſing eurſelves 
to you, who have the Honour to repreſent this City in Parliament 


and we flatter ourſelves you will not be diſpleaſed that we uſe à Free · 


dom on chis Occaſion, not unbecoming Perſons ſenſible of the Impor- 


tance of the preſent Criſis, and concerned for the Welfare of their Country. 
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It hath been, for more than an Age paſt, the ruling Ambition of a Neigh- 
bouring State, to render all the other Potentates of Europe meer Creatures 


of her Power, and Miniſters of her Will. Upon this Syſtem all her 


Politics are turned: to this Point have all her Councils been directed: 
with this View ſhe hath been lately kindling the Flame of a general War 
in Europe : and, to facilitate this Scheme of Univerſal Monarchy, ſhe hath 
actually invaded a natural and ancient Ally of this Kingdom, in open Vio- 


lation of the. moſt ſolemn Engagements. And though with the utmoſt 


Duty and Gratitude we acknowledge the Wiſdom, Equity and Magnani- 


mity of his Majeſty's Councils, and rejoyce in the great and glorious Ef- 
fects of them; yer we cannot reflect on the Dangers which but lately en- 


gaged the Attention, and awakened the Fears of good Men of every Party 


in the Kingdom, without a very ſenſible Concern for the future Event of 


Things: For it will ſtill depend on the Conduct of Great- Britain, and on 


the Part his Majeſty may further be enabled to take, in the preſent uncer- 
tain State of Things, whether the Ballance of Europe ſhall be yet main- 


tained ; in other Words, whether Great- Britain ſhall, for the Future, be a 
free or a dependent Nation, 


* x 


Your known Attachment to the Intereſt of your Country, unbiaſſed by 


perſonal Views, nor moved by Popular Clamour, leaves us no Room to 


doubt, that at this Critical Juncture, you will ſteadily and uniformly purſue 


ſuch Meaſures, as conduce to the Stability of his Majeſty's Government, 
the Protection and Advancement of our Trade, and to the Safery, Honour 
and laſting Interèſt of the Kingdom : Particularly, that you will chearfully 
concur in granting to his Majeſty, early and effectual Supplies for the Ser- 
vice of the enſuing Year, This is a Service the preſent State of public 


Affairs, and the high Truſt you bear, require from you: And, did we not 


preſume that your own Senſe of the Importance of the Service, renders all 
other Motives unneceſſary, we would, in the moſt earneſt Manner, recom- 
mend it to you. For without the neceſſary Supplies, Great-Britain muſt 
be wholly inactive at a Seaſon, when the utmoſt Prudence, Vigour and Re- 
ſolution are neceſſary to avert the Dangers which threaten her and her 
Allies: The War with Spain, a War undertaken by his Majeſty in De- 
fence. of our moſt valuable Rights, and with the concurrent Voice; of the 
whole-Kingdom, muſt end to the eternal Reproach of this Nation; with- 
out Satisfaction for paſt Injuries, or: Security againſt future Inſults: And 
the Liberties of \Earopz will, we'fear, become an eaſy: Prey to the bound- 
le Ambition of a formidable Power, ever jealous of the Proſperity. of 
Greal. Britain, and equally a: Foe to our Civil and Religious Rights. In 
this View of Things we cannot fear: that the neceſſary Supplies will be de- 
nied or even that they will be PONY to Tn erat of a more No: 
meſticle Coder i ne. ; | | PD 


+] 


"We 


1 


We are not ignorant that this Meaſure hath been recommended by ſome 
of our fellow Subjects with an uncommon, we wiſh we could not ſay, an 
indecent and unſeaſonable Zeal. For our own Parts, we declare, that as 
we eſteem the Freedom and conſtitutional Independency of the Commons 
in Parliament, among the moſt valuable of our legal Rights, if not the 
Foundation of all the reſt; ſo we are convinced, that every conſiſtent Ad- 
vocate for Britiſb Liberty muſt pay a juſt Regard, likewiſe, to the Free- 
dom and conſtitutional Independency of the other Branches of the Legiſla- 
ture: And, ſince a peremptory Demand of new Laws as preliminary to 
the granting the neceſſary Supplies, in a Time of actual War, hath in our 
Opinion a fatal Tendency, either to deſtroy that Freedom and Independency, 
or to leave the Nation defenceleſs, we aſſure ourſelves you will not give into 
a Meaſure ſo repugnant to our Conſtitution, and, in its Conſequences, fo 
deſtructive to your Country. 


We cannot, we ought not to conclude this Addreſs, without making our 
public Acknowledgments to you for your unwearied Attendance on the Du- 
ties of your Truſt, and the conſtant Attention you have given to every 
Point in which the Trade of the Kingdom, or the Intereſt of this City, 
have been concerned, 
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